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Village of South Russell

5205 Chillicothe Road
South Russell, Ohio 44022
440-338-6700

PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES
October 16, 2025, at 7:00 pm

Members Present: Elisa Budoff, Chair, Mark Porter, Phyllis Marino, Mayor Bill Koons, Greg Bruhn
Other Officials:  Todd Hicks, Solicitor; Dave Hocevar, Building Official; Ruth Griswold, Board Secretary

Visitors: Jason Piazza, 530 Euclid Ave #44, Cleveland; Christopher Woofter, 400 East Washington
Street; Joey Nero, 2950 Chagrin Blvd, Pepper Pike; Julia Licastro, 3624 W 134t St,
Cleveland; Jason Bendert, 8016 Long Forest Drive; Sarah Krivanka, 1432 East 40™ Street,
Cleveland; Derek Hoch, 1370 Bell Road; Sam Costuic, 9586 Stafford Rd, Chagrin Falls;
Heather Scott, 222 S Main Street, Chagrin Falls; Chris Smith, 200 Fox Lane; Peter Cary,
6075 Chagrin River Rd, Bentleyville; Rob & Colleen Truax, 477 Industrial Pkwy, Suite A;
James Nace, 400 East Washington Street; Ruth Cavanagh, 15 Paw Paw Lake Drive; Ed
Gottschalk, 200 Industrial Parkway.

Ms. Budoff called the public hearing to order at 7:00 pm.
Ms. Griswold conducted roll call.

Mr. Porter arrived at 7:10 pm.

Ms. Budoff said the public hearing will proceed by allowing the applicants time to present their requests, after
which members of the public will each be given the opportunity to speak for five minutes, and the comments
must only be related to the items on the agenda.

Agenda Item 1
PC Case #25-06: Applicant Mr. Sam Costuic of Signarama, on behalf of Gurney Elementary School, is seeking

approval to relocate the existing sign at 1155 Bell Road, to its former location.

Ms. Budoff asked the applicants to begin their presentation. Mr. Woofter stood and introduced himself as the
Director of Operations for Chagrin Schools along with James Nace, from school services. He wanted to thank
the committee for their time and consideration on behalf of the school district and wanted to thank the Village
of South Russell for their continued support and partnership with the Chagrin Schools. Ms. Budoff thanked
them for coming.
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Mr. Costuic said the current sign is going to remain the same, and it is simply being moved to a location that is
on school property. Where it sits right now happens to not be school property. There will be no lighting or any
alterations made to the sign.

Ms. Budoff asked any guests if they would like to voice any comments. There were none.

Agenda Item 2
PC Case #25-07: Applicant Mr. Jason Piazza of Hangry Brands is seeking approval to open a restaurant,

“Steak” at 504 East Washington Street.

Ms. Budoff asked Mr. Piazza to begin his presentation. Mr. Piazza said he would like to introduce his team:
Jason is the founder and CEO of Hangry Brands, and Julia, who basically runs all their establishments, Joey,
who is also part of the team, and their architect Sarah. Mr. Piazza gave the floor to Jason Bendert. Mr. Bendert
thanked Jason and said that Hangry Brands is a northeast Ohio based company, and he is honored to be the
founder, but he is surrounded by amazing operating partners and leadership. He is very proud of the fact that all
nine operating partners are women. He feels that it’s no secret that women are organized, smart, and they get
things done. He is proud to bring that dynamic to South Russell. Mr. Bendert said he would like to invite the
board to experience their Tremont location. They are dedicated to providing a unique steakhouse that is between
the Marble Room and Texas Roadhouse; fun and approachable, but still special and delicious. We have very
good investment partners, Tito Francona is one as is his father-in-law, who lives on Munn Road and owns all
the Winking Lizards. Mr. Bendert went on to say that there is no dedicated steakhouse in this area, and there are
many families who patronize their Tremont location. They are excited because one can enjoy a certified Angus
beef prime, which is the best steak you can get, for $35, and there are a lot of fun items on the kid’s menu. This
restaurant would be equally enjoyable for a family dinner, date night or a girl’s night out. Mr. Bendert said they
are very enthusiastic about bringing their concept to South Russell. He said they have their own construction
team, and they do not believe in putting band-aids on things and will restore the building accordingly. They are
not here to compete with anyone, but to compliment them, and bring excitement to the area.

Ms. Budoff asked if there were any public comments. Ms. Truax of 477 Industrial Parkway said she is happy
knowing that a steak restaurant is opening there. Mr. Smith of 200 Fox Lane said he noticed there was a
chimney on the rendering and asked if it would be an outdoor pizza oven. Mr. Nero said no, the fireplace and
chimney are already there, but for now they will just make it look nicer. They are working on creating an
outdoor concept that will focus on sushi dishes.

Ms. Budoff asked for any additional comments. There were none. Mayor Koons made a motion to adjourn
the Public Hearing. Ms. Budoff seconded. On roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously, and the
Public Hearing was adjourned at 7:12 pm.

Elisa Budoff, Chair Ruth Griswold, Board Secretary
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