


































I’ll begin with a quote from President John F. Kennedy;  “As we express our 
gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, 
but to live by them.”  
 
Today is Veterans Day and the mayor has asked that I say a few words to honor 
all the brave men and women from every branch of the military; those who have 
truly volunteered to serve, protect and potentially sacrifice their lives for our 
country’s freedom. I personally know the depth of that commitment, as I served as 
an Officer in the United States Navy for over 28 years. 
 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day are often confused.  Memorial Day is the fourth 
Monday in May, set aside to honor American service members who died in service to 
their country or as a result of injuries incurred during battle.  Veterans Day is slightly 
different.  It is always celebrated on November 11th no matter what day of the week it 
falls on, and honors all American veterans, living or dead, with special recognition to 
living veterans who served their country honorably during war and in peacetime. 
 

You may have noticed that many local observances began at 11:00 today.  Veterans 
Day was originally called Armistice Day.  The term comes from the armistice between 
Germany and the Allied Nations, which occurred on November 11, 1918, at the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. 

I wonder how different our lives would be if someone wasn’t always willing to 
serve.  Since the birth of our nation, there have always been brave men and women 
standing in the gap to protect our nation and ensure our freedoms.  They are true 
patriots. 

I can think of few people who deserve more respect and honor than the men and women of 
our armed forces. Those who enlist to uphold democracy and work to protect the American 
ideal of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness for the sake of all can never be thanked 
enough. (in fact, recent surveys have shown that the American public exhibits more trust in 
our military than any other institution) 

This Veterans Day wreathes will be laid, parade routes will be walked, speeches will be 
made, heroes, living and dead, will be remembered, we’ll talk of building veterans’ 
memorials, shake a few hands and thank veterans for their service, and then we’ll all go 
back to our day-to-day lives. 

It is not enough to remember only on Veterans Day. We owe it to our veterans, living 
and dead, to make sure we never take their sacrifices for granted, and that we work 
together to make the world they have given us a better place for everyone. Men and 
women breathe free air in England, France, Poland, Korea, Iraq, Afghanistan; ….almost 
no place on earth can you find people who don’t enjoy the fruits of our veteran’s 
sacrifices.  



So how can we really thank the men and women who served and continue to serve in 
uniform and honor their sacrifice?  Let us, as elected officials, begin by reflecting on our 
oath of office.  The oath we take is surprisingly similar to those taken upon enlistment or 
appointment as an officer by those who wear the uniform. Do we put as much on the 
line in the execution of our duties as those who have served our country in uniform? 

As elected officials, how seriously do we take the words of our oath?  Do we approach 
our positions in elected office from the perspective of a politician looking to reward 
cronies, pursue a personal agenda or feed our ego, or from the perspective of a selfless 
public servant?  Do we talk about transparency and by our actions avoid the very notion 
of transparency?  Are we honest in our dealings with our fellow citizens, or spin a tale to 
support a particular agenda?  Do we favor a particular neighborhood or HOA at the 
expense of others?  Does our board and committee membership reflect a cross section 
of citizens with disparate points of view, or are they populated with members who 
exhibit a group think mentality?  Do we talk of building memorials, but fail to properly 
display our nations flag because it would be inconvenient to do so?  Do we support the 
rights of our individual citizens and property owners, or do we abrogate them when it’s 
convenient?  Do we over-promise and under-deliver and then place blame? 

In the past weeks’ election, only one third of our registered voters cast a ballot.  Only 27 
percent did so statewide.  As we continue our service as elected officials, or prepare to 
take office in January,let us remember that we serve all of our residents, and not a 
select few. 

We, as elected officials, may not all have had the privilege, opportunity, or inclination to 
serve as have the military veterans among us, but we all have the opportunity to 
exercise sound judgement, patriotism, honorable conduct, integrity and good citizenship 
in the execution of our duties as public servants….  To honorably execute our oath of 
office.  On this veterans’ day I challenge all elected officials currently serving and those 
who will take office in January to seriously consider being more of a true public servant 
and less of a politician.  

To all of my fellow veterans both in our community and here today, I say, thank you for your 
sacrifice and service to our great nation. May you be blessed beyond measure for your love 
for God and our country.  Happy Veterans Day and welcome home.  Thank you. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Military leadership depends on a soldier’s ability to accomplish the mission by providing 
purpose, direction, and motivation to his or her troops in peacetime and war. 
Let us show our appreciation to them and to all who have gone before them for their 
dedication, service and the sacrifices made to keep our country free. 

One sunny Saturday many years ago, I had duty during a port visit to Portsmouth 
England. It was a “visit ship” day, and as part of Standing Naval Forces, Atlantic, we 
were obliged to take visit ship day very seriously. An old woman shuffled up to me, and 
my first thought was to wonder how she had made it across the brow. She moved 
slowly, with the dignity of old age, and as she came up to me, she put her hand on my 
arm and I bent down to hear what she had to say. “I just wanted to thank you boys for 
coming over here,” she said. With a smile, I told her it was our pleasure, and that we 
were glad she was able to visit. She smiled and continued, “I mean during the war. You 
boys came over and you saved us. I’ve never forgotten it; none of us have. Thank you.” 
She then proceeded to give me a hug. 

Immediately after the Gulf War I found myself ahore in Kuwait and was approached by a 
Chief Petty Officer in the Kuwaiti Navy who asked if I was “Ameriqi”?  I answered that 
yes, I was an American, and he thanked me for coming from my home in America to 
free his country. 

The Naval Officer’s Guide had nothing to say about incidents like this! To each of these 
individuals I said essentially “you’re welcome. It’s our pleasure.” Those two incidents 
remain as one of the most enduring images of my military service. 
 

 

Individuals and groups who stand up and put their lives on the line to defend the country 
from very real threats to our national security, as do those in our nation’s military, are 
true patriots.  

But true patriots are also those who speak out, stand up, and challenge our 
governmental leaders, those who put their lives on the line by actively advocating for 
justice, freedom, and liberty through peaceful means. 
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